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Primordial black holes
Zeldovich and Novikov 1967, Hawking1971, Hawking & Carr 1974, etc…

• Dark matter candidate
• Reheat the universe after inflation
• Catalysers for particle dark matter production
• Baryogenesis
• Seeds of supermassive black holes
• Possible BH merger outliers
• PTA indications of a stochastic GW background
• Window into the early universe



Outline

• Bounds on the PBH abundance

• Basic formation mechanism

• Most studied single-field inflation scenario

• Breakdown of perturbation theory?

• Other inflationary possibilities

• (The problem of the abundance)
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FIG. 3. All constraints on the fraction of DM in the form of PBHs, fPBHs, with mass MPBH, coming from PBH evaporation,
microlensing, gravitational waves, PBH accretion and dynamical constraints. Each region shows the envelope of constraints
from the corresponding panel in Fig. 2. Digitised bounds and plotting codes are available online at PBHbounds.

H. Indirect constraints

In this subsection we look at constraints on the amplitude of large primordial perturbations, which lead to indirect
constraints on the abundance of PBHs formed via the collapse of large density perturbations during radiation domi-
nation (Sec. II A). These constraints do not apply to PBHs formed via other mechanisms (see Sec. II D). As discussed
in Sec. IIA, there are large uncertainties in the calculation of the abundance of PBHs formed from a given primordial
power spectrum.

First order scalar perturbations generate tensor perturbations at second order [247, 248]. If the density perturbations
are su�ciently large then the amplitude of the resulting ‘scalar induced gravitational waves’ (SIGWs) is larger than
that of the GWs generated by the primordial tensor perturbations. Constraints on the energy density of stochastic
GWs, from e.g. Pulsar Timing Arrays, therefore limit the abundance of PBHs formed via the collapse of large
density perturbations [249]. These constraints depend on the shape of the primordial power spectrum, and also the
assumed probability distribution of the density perturbations, and are therefore (inflation) model dependent [250–
252]. Models which produce a broad peak in the primordial power spectrum are most tightly constrained [251, 252].
For PBHs forming from large density perturbations during radiation domination, Refs. [59, 108] find fPBH < 1 for
10�2 . MPBH/M� . 1. Reference [109] finds, using data from NANOGrav, fPBH < 10�23 for MPBH = 0.1M� and
fPBH < 10�6 for 0.002 < MPBH/M� < 0.4. However this calculation makes approximations which have a huge e↵ect
on the constraint on fPBH (including setting the PBH formation threshold equal to unity, and �

2 = A). There are
also tight constraints on the abundance of light, MPBH ⇠ 1013�15 g, PBHs from limits on SIGWs from LIGO [253].
Such light PBHs are expected to have evaporated by the present day, however if Hawking evaporation is not realised

Green, Kavanagh (review). 2020
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In the in6ationary scenario of the early Universe the
spectrum of the primordial perturbations is determined
by the potential V(y) of the scalar field y ("inflaton").
Note that in more complicated theories it can be sev-
eral infiatons (see for example [9—14]). In the most sim-
ple theory with smooth, featureless V(y) the spectr»m
very slightly depends on scale [15—20] and cannot produce
PBH's in a large amount. The requirement that the spec-
trum increases with a decrease of scale as a power leads
to special "trigonometric" potentials [4] and also cannot
explain the large PBH production (see above and [4]).
The introduction of two or more infiatons or taking the
potential to have one break [21] may produce the bump
in the spectrum, but such a type of spectrum possesses
additional power at large scales [10,21]. Thus normal-
ized at COBE data, spectra of this type seem not to
produce a large amount of PBH's. From this discussion
it follows that the most natural way for large PBH pro-
duction to occur is to introduce the specially engineering
local feature to the infiation potential at PBH scales. Al-
though the known particle physics may not support such
features, the possible discovery of PBH's may turn the
problem around and demand the existence of such fea-
tures in any realistic particle physics. The purpose of our
paper is the following. We shall demonstrate that an in-
fiation potential V(y) leading to the formation of a great
number of PBH's must have a feature of the "plateau"-
type in some range yq & y & y2, and we shall calculate
the mass spectrum of PBH's for such a V(y).
Qualitatively the conclusion about the plateau in V(y)

follows from a well-known estimate for the spectrum of
primordial metric fiuctuations in the model of chaotic
infiation ass~+ning the friction-dominated and slow-roll
conditions, (y( « H~y( and y && V(y), respectively.
Here the overdot denotes differentiation with respect to
time, and H is the expansion rate. The power spectrum
P(k) in this case can be written as [9]

V3
P(k) k

k=aH(~)

0'
0

FIG. l. Schematic representation of the potential V(y) of
the scalar field y (infiaton). The potential has a plateau in
the range y~ ( y & yq and is of the power-law type outside
of this range. The breaks of the potential are smoothed out
in small ranges Ayq &( yq and Ayq &( yq around p~ and y2
correspondingly.

sky [21] (for a potential with one break), and Demiansky,
Ivanov, and Novikov [22] for any number of breaks. Sec.
III is devoted to the analysis of the mass spectrum of the
PBH's. In Sec. IV we discuss the possible role of the
"gas" of PBH's in the origin of the large-scale structure
of the Universe, and summarize the main conclusions.

II. SPECTRUM OF SCALAR METRIC
PERTURBATIONS IN THE INFLATIONARY
SCENARIO W'ITH A "PLATEAU" IN THE

POTENTIAL V(y)

The simple approach to the in6aton based on one
scalar field y is to specify the physics by choosing an
appropriate form for V(y) and assuming the friction-
dominated and slow-roll conditions [9]:

Iyl «»lyl, (y)'«2V(y),
where H(y) is the value of the Hubble parameter at the
moment when the Universe has the value p of the in-
fiaton field and a is the scale factor. If the potential
V(y) has a plateau in the range yq & y & y2, V(y) =
const and BV/By ~ 0, then the spectral amplitude P(k)
is strongly increased [see the formula (1)]. Outside the
range yq & y & y2, V(y) has a standard (for example
a power law) shape. In the range k « k2 and k )) kq,
where k; = a(y;)H(y;), the corresponding P(k) has also
a standard shape [for example it can be the Harrison-
Zeldovich spectr»~ P(k) = A2k, with A = 5 x 10 s].
The structure of the paper is the following. In Sec. II

the mo+Rcation of the in8aton scenario with the plateau-
type peculiarity in V(y) is discussed, and we calculate the
distortion of the spectr»m of the primordial metric Buc-
tuations due to this peculiarity. For simplicity we shall
use the simple approximation with two breaks for poten-
tial form (see Fig. 1). The spectrum of adiabatic pertur-
bations in such type theories was calculated by Starobin-

where H = a/a; a(t) is the scale factor. In this regime
Fourier components of the scalar metric perturbations
are b-correlated random values with a Gaussian distribu-
tion.
Our task is to increase the spectral amplitude in some

range k2 ( k ( kq, where k is a wave number, without
changing the standard spectrum of perturbations outside
this range. We propose to introduce the potential V(y) of
the inaaton p, which is depicted in Fig. 1. This potential
has a plateau in the range yq & y ( y2 and is a power-
law type outside of this range.
There are two breaks of the potential at p = yq and

y = y2. We suppose that these breaks are smoothed out
in small ranges Ayg &( pg and Ap2 (& (p2 around yg and
y2 correspondingly (see Fig. 1).
The conditions (2) are violated in these ranges.

Starobinsky has pointed out [10] that this violation re-
sults is a nonmonotonic spectrum of perturbations. In
the vicinities of breaks of the potential V(y), but outside
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We discuss the hypothesis that a large (or even a major) fraction of dark matter in the Universe
consists of primordial black holes (PBH's). PBH's may arise &om adiabatic quantum Suctuations
appearing during inSation. We demonstrate that the inSation potential V(rp) leading to the for-
mation of a great number of PBH's should have a feature of the "plateau"-type in some range
y~ & y g yq of the inaation Beld y. The mass spectrum of PBH's for such a potential is calculated.

PACS number(s): 98.80.Cq, 95.35.+d, 97.60.Lf, 98.70.Vc

I. INTRODUCTION

The nature of dark matter (DM) in the Universe is one
of the greatest puzzles of modern cosmology. The DM
may consist of baryons, weakly interacting massive exotic
particles predicted by grand»nified theory (GUT), pri-
mordial black holes, or some combination of these species.
In this paper we shall consider the hypothesis that the

DM consists mainly of primordial black holes (PBH's).
(The earlier works on PBH's are [1,2] see also [3] and [4].)
Recently the possible discovery of microlensing of stars

in the Large Magellanic Cloud by massive compact halo
objects (MACHO's) with probable masses 0.1 solar
mass was reported [5,6]. It was supposed (among other
possibilities) that such objects might be black holes. We
would like to emphasize that black holes with masses
of the order of 0.1MD can only be of primordial origin.
Thus, this discovery gives additional ar@|~ents for con-
sidering the possibility of the PBH nature of DM.
Let us consider the conditions for PBH formation in

the early Universe. The simple estimates (see, for exam-
ple, [4,7]) show that for the formation of PBH's with a
total mass density close to the critical one (OpsH = 1),
and with a mass MpgH around 0.1MG one needs a
rms amplitude h, ,(0.1Mo) of the Gaussian distribu-
tion of the scalar metric auctuations of the order of
h;" (0.1M~) 0.06. This estimate depends on OpsH and
MpBH only logarit&rnically. For example, h;"~ = 0.04 at
10 g and her't = 0.08 at 10 Mo. On the other hand, the

Cosmic Background Explorer (COBE) measurements of
the anisotropy of the cosmic microwave background ra-
diation and other satellite, balloon, and ground-based
radio telescope measurements, and also deep surveys of
galaxy distributions, strongly indicate that on scales of
galaxies and greater scales (up to the horizon scale) the
amplitude of b,~, was significantly less, probably around
10 -5 x 10
It is worth noting that COBE data are compatible

with a power spectral' of the adiabatic perturbations
P(k) oc k" with n = 1.15+a'ss (see [8]). This means
that a direct extrapolation of the COBE data to smaller
scales even with the maximal possible value n 1.6, can
give b, , great enough for the formation of an essential
nnmber of black holes only for MpsH less than 10 g
[4]. However, such small PBH's would have evaporated a
long time ago and could not contribute to DM [1].~ No-
tice that if we believe that the main part of a PBH has
some specific mass M„ then the spectrum of the primor-
dial fiuctuations must have a decrease or a cutoff from
the side of smaller mass at MpsH M, .
Thus, for the hypothesis of PBH DM one needs the fol-

lowing behaviors of the spectrum of the primordial scalar
metric perturbations. The rms amplitude must be the or-
der of 10 at large scales, must increase by a factor 104
at the scales corresponding to the masses of the PBH,
and must decrease at smaller scales.

Permanent address.

Note that if one supposes that evaporating PBH's leave
stable Planck mass relics, these relics could contribute to DM
and constrain the spectrum [32], but we shall not discuss this
possibility helot.
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η > η0. Incidentally, this behavior is quite similar to the
behavior of the lowest order decaying mode v0(η) given
in Eq. (13). In other words, the growing mode can be
substantially contaminated by a component that behaves
like the decaying mode, and it can no longer be assumed
as being constant on large scales.
The above discussion suggests that we may take ad-

vantage of the ambiguity in defining the growing mode
to redefine u accurate to O(k2) by

u = [1 + F (η)]u0 − Fk v0(η) , (17)

where Fk = F (ηk). The growing mode will be now ap-
proximately constant on superhorizon scales: u ≈ u0, or
at least u(ηk) = u(η∗). However, u′/u at η = ηk will no
longer be negligible. We find

[

u′

u

]

η=ηk

= −Fk

[

v′0
v0

]

η=ηk

=
3Hk

Dk
Fk . (18)

Then Eq. (10) for α may be approximated as

α ≈ 1 +
Dk

3Hk

R′
c

Rc
− Fk , (19)

where Dk and Fk are those given in the long-wavelength
approximation, Eqs. (14) and (16), and for definiteness
we will take (k/Hk)2 = 0.1.
In slow-roll inflation, the time variation of φ̇ is small

and z increases rapidly, approximately proportional to
the scale factor a. Hence neither the integral Dk nor
Fk cannot become large. Soon after horizon crossing
R′

c/Rc # H, so that α ≈ 1 and the standard result
Rc(η) ≈ Rc(ηk) holds. However, if the slow-roll condi-
tion is violated, φ̇ may become very small and z may
decrease substantially to give a large value of Dk and
Fk. (The case where z actually crosses zero is treated
separately in an Appendix.) Then at late times, we have

Rc(η∗) = αu(η∗) ≈ αu(ηk) = αRc(ηk) . (20)

Thus the final amplitude will be enhanced by a factor
|α|, which can be large if Dk $ 1 or Fk $ 1.

IV. STAROBINSKY’S MODEL

As an example we consider the model discussed by
Starobinsky [8], where the potential has a sudden change
in its slope at φ = φ0 such that

V (φ) =

{

V0 +A+(φ− φ0) for φ > φ0

V0 +A−(φ− φ0) for φ < φ0
. (21)

If the change in the slope is sufficiently abrupt [8] then
the slow-roll can be violated and for A+ > A− > 0 the
field enters a friction-dominated transient (or “fast-roll”)
solution with φ̈ ≈ −3Hφ̇ [3] until the slow-roll conditions
are once again satisfied

3H0 φ̇ =

{

−A+ for φ > φ0

−A− − (A+ −A−)e−3H0∆t for φ < φ0
.

(22)

For φ < φ0 we have

z % −a0
A−eH0∆t + (A+ −A−)e−2H0∆t

3H2
0

. (23)

This decreases rapidly to a minimum value zmin ≈
(A−/A+)2/3z0 for A+ $ A−, which can cause a signifi-
cant change in Rc on superhorizon scales.
First let us discuss the behavior of D(η). For a mode

that leaves the horizon in the slow-roll regime z grows
proportional to a while φ > φ0, so that the integrand of
D(η) remains small. Hence D(η) ≈ Dk, which implies
Rc(η) ≈ Rc(ηk) until η = η0. Even after the slow-roll
condition is violated Rc(η) still remains constant until
z becomes smaller than zk and the integrand of D(η)
becomes large again. Then D(η) may increase rapidly
until Rc approaches the asymptotic value for η → η∗,
given by Eq. (20). Substituting the above solution for z
in Eq. (23) into Eq. (14) we obtain

Dk ≈















1 +
A+

A−

(

k

Hk

H0

k

)3

for k > (k/Hk)H0

1 +
A+

A−

(

Hk

k

k

H0

)3

for k < (k/Hk)H0

,

(24)

which shows that for A+/A− $ 1, we have Dk $ 1 on
scales (A−/A+)1/3H0

<
∼ k <

∼ (A+/A−)1/3H0.
A similar behavior is expected for F (η). Using again

the solution for z in Eq. (23), the double integral in
Eq. (15) is evaluated to give

Fk ≈















1

15

A+

A−

(

k

Hk

H0

k

)5

for k > (k/Hk)H0

2

5

A+

A−

(

k

H0

)2

for k < (k/Hk)H0

. (25)

Thus Fk $ 1 for (A−/A+)1/2H0
<
∼ k <

∼ (A+/A−)1/5H0.
Combining the effects of Dk and Fk, we see that the

correction due to Fk dominates on scales k < H0 and Dk

on scales k > H0. In particular the spiky dip in the spec-
trum seen in Fig. 1 at k ∼ (A−/A+)1/2H0 is caused by
Fk, i.e., it is the O(k2) effect in the perturbation equa-
tion (3). To summarize, the curvature perturbation is
significantly affected by the discontinuity at φ ∼ φ0 even
on superhorizon scales from k ∼ (A−/A+)1/2H0 up to
k ∼ (A+/A−)1/3H0.
Similar behavior was observed in the model studied by

Leach & Liddle [3] for false-vacuum inflation with a quar-
tic self-interaction potential [9], whose power spectrum is
shown in Fig. 2. In this model there is no discontinuity
in the potential, so the oscillations seen in Starobinsky’s
model are washed out.

3
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Figure 2. Schematic representation of the kind of inflationary potential required to fit the CMB data,
produce PBHs and reheat the Universe after inflation.

this happens twice for each k-mode; first during inflation itself, when H = H/a is approximately
constant; and then after the end of it, when H

�1 grows in the subsequent epochs. In the usual
single field slow-roll framework, the cosmological perturbations of wavenumber k generated during
inflation remain essentially constant in between these two crossing times, with an amplitude, As,
that is approximately given by4

As =
1

24⇡2M2
P

V

✏V
, where ✏V =

M
2
P

2

✓
V

0

V

◆2

, (1.2)

V and V
0 are the inflationary potential and its first derivative and MP = 1/

p
8⇡G = 2.8435 ⇥

1018 GeV is the reduced Planck mass. Therefore, the mass of the PBHs is determined by the
dynamics of the Universe during inflation and can be linked to the number of e-folds of expansion
elapsed since the largest observable distance today became equal to H�1 during inflation.

The CMB constrains As to be of the order of 10�9 at those scales, whereas the values required
for creating PBHs are much larger, typically As ⇠ 10�3–10�2. If we assume that the potential
V is nearly constant during inflation (which is indeed the case in standard slow-roll, leading to a
quasi-de Sitter universe), the expression (1.2) tells that the required enhancement of As may be
achieved by significantly reducing the value of the slow-roll parameter ✏V . Since this parameter
quantifies the flatness of the potential, PBHs are produced provided that the rolling field encounters
a sufficiently flat region of the potential during the course of inflation, which generates a peak in
the spectrum of primordial fluctuations. To the best of our knowledge, this idea was first proposed
in [35], where it was pointed out that a single-field inflationary potential that produces a PBH
population capable of accounting for the DM must feature a near-inflection point.

A renormalizable potential that can have an inflection point is (see e.g. [36, 37]):

V (�) = a2 �
2 + a3 �

3 + a4 �
4
, (1.3)

4We will later show that this approximation cannot be safely used in the cases of interest, and we will indeed
require a more accurate expression. However, it is sufficient to illustrate well the point we want to convey now.
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where the ellipsis stand for higher powers of the logarithm, coming from higher order loops, which we

are neglecting. Therefore, we see that a plateau may arise from the interplay of the one- and two-loop

corrections to the e↵ective potential. Actually, the expression (2.7) shows that a plateau can arise

already at the two-loop leading log level, as we will discuss next.

Another way of understanding the potential is the following. Starting anew with the Coleman-

Weinberg expansion (2.3), we choose the renormalization scale to be µ = " � and keep only the terms

containing the fourth power of �. With this choice, the logarithms are e↵ectively resummed into an

e↵ective quartic coupling �(�), which multiplies �4, as we anticipated in (2.2). This e↵ective coupling

�(�) includes the quartic terms at all orders, arising from the the Coleman-Weinberg potential in the

large field limit. Then, we expand �(�) around the location of the plateau, �0, obtaining an expression

analogous to (2.5), i.e.

�(�) = �(�0) +
1

2
��(�0) log

�2

�2
0

+
1

8
�0
�
(�0)

✓
log

�2

�2
0

◆2

+ · · · . (2.8)

This shows explicitly that the coe�cients c1, c2, etc. of (2.5) are related to the beta function of the

e↵ective quartic coupling,

�� =
@�

@ logµ
, (2.9)

and its logarithmic derivatives, indicated with primes in (2.8). Therefore, the conditions (2.6) can be

interpreted in terms of the variation of the beta function of the e↵ective quartic coupling at the plateau.

The need of including two loops to describe a plateau also becomes automatically apparent in this

way, since �0
�
is of order two in the loop expansion. By construction, evaluating the e↵ective quartic

coupling � at �0 corresponds to evaluating the original couplings of the Lagrangian (and their beta

functions) at " �0 since we have chosen our renormalization scale to be µ0 = " �0. It is also important

to stress that ��, the beta function of the e↵ective quartic coupling �(�), is not the same as the one

of its tree-level counterpart, because �(�) absorbs the loop corrections from the Coleman-Weinberg

expansion.8 In the large field limit, a logarithmic expansion of the tree-level quartic coupling around

�0 would obviously lead to an expression for the potential with the same functional form as (2.4), but

failing to reproduce the loop e↵ects appropriately.

Coming back to the choice of renormalization scale, µ, it should be pointed out that the Callan-

Symanzik equation guarantees that the the e↵ective potential is independent of it, when computed to

all loop orders. The truncation of the loop expansion (needed for practical computations) introduces a

marginal scale dependence which is never worse than the precision of the truncation. In other words,

upon truncation, the e↵ective potential remains scale-invariant up to subleading terms. However, as

we mentioned before, the numerical e↵ect of these subleading terms at large field values can actually be

better accounted for with the choice µ / �, because it can suppress the potentially large logarithms of

the form (logM2
i
(�)/µ2) [68]. It is worth remarking that the energies of the virtual fluctuations inside

loops are related to their inflaton-dependent masses, which may remain well below the Planck mass

even when the field takes Planckian values (as it is generically the case in chaotic large-field inflation) if

the couplings are su�ciently small. This will be ensured in our concrete examples, for which successful

inflation demands a very flat potential, which implies that ⌘ ⌘ M2
P
V 00/V ⌧ 1, where MP denotes the

8In concrete examples, it is nonetheless straightforward to obtain �� and �0
� from the expression of �(�) in terms of

the rest of the couplings and their beta functions.
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<latexit sha1_base64="bLdgy0o2W9xZbc1xvQ3th4jmd7M=">AAAB+XicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/oh69LBbBiyWpoh6LXrwIFewHtDFsNtt26SYbdjeFEvpPvHhQxKv/xJv/xm2bg7Y+GHi8N8PMvCDhTGnH+bYKK6tr6xvFzdLW9s7unr1/0FQilYQ2iOBCtgOsKGcxbWimOW0nkuIo4LQVDG+nfmtEpWIiftTjhHoR7sesxwjWRvJt23WesjP3coLu/a4IhfbtslNxZkDLxM1JGXLUffurGwqSRjTWhGOlOq6TaC/DUjPC6aTUTRVNMBniPu0YGuOIKi+bXT5BJ0YJUU9IU7FGM/X3RIYjpcZRYDojrAdq0ZuK/3mdVPeuvYzFSappTOaLeilHWqBpDChkkhLNx4ZgIpm5FZEBlphoE1bJhOAuvrxMmtWKe16pPlyUazd5HEU4gmM4BReuoAZ3UIcGEBjBM7zCm5VZL9a79TFvLVj5zCH8gfX5A8iQkng=</latexit>
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Breakdown of perturbation theory in USR inflation?

Claim: a large enough tree-level primordial spectrum for PBH DM implies perturbation theory 
breaks at CMB scales. 

Toy model: SR —> USR —> SR

(with sharp transitions)

<latexit sha1_base64="+7Y+mbaigftZyW4HrIlyB8Q4C84=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KolI9Vj04rEF+wFtKJvtpF272YTdjVBCf4EXD4p49Sd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXJIJr47rfztr6xubWdmGnuLu3f3BYOjpu6ThVDJssFrHqBFSj4BKbhhuBnUQhjQKB7WB8N/PbT6g0j+WDmSToR3QoecgZNVZquP1S2a24c5BV4uWkDDnq/dJXbxCzNEJpmKBadz03MX5GleFM4LTYSzUmlI3pELuWShqh9rP5oVNybpUBCWNlSxoyV39PZDTSehIFtjOiZqSXvZn4n9dNTXjjZ1wmqUHJFovCVBATk9nXZMAVMiMmllCmuL2VsBFVlBmbTdGG4C2/vEpalxWvWqk2rsq12zyOApzCGVyAB9dQg3uoQxMYIDzDK7w5j86L8+58LFrXnHzmBP7A+fwBfKuMvw==</latexit>
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Kristiano and Yokoyama, 2022 & 2023 
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Claim: a large enough tree-level primordial spectrum for PBH DM implies perturbation theory 
breaks at CMB scales 

Method: Primordial spectrum at one-loop with the in-in formalism. SR approximation.

A single cubic interaction:

UV divergence: Cut-off given by location of spectral peak

Kristiano and Yokoyama, 2022 & 2023 

(for perturbation theory to hold)
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Breakdown of perturbation theory in USR inflation?
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Figure 2. Diagrams arising from eq. (3.1) when calculating
⌦
��

2
↵
. We distinguish the tree-level (first

row), the one-loop (first diagrams of rows second and third) and the counterterms (second diagram of
the second row). Additionally, there is a term proportional to the tadpole, bubble diagrams and a term
composed of two tadpoles. None of the latter diagrams (in shaded boxes) contribute to P⇣ .

canonical commutation rules for �� [33]. Their time evolution is

��k(⌧) = (�k⌧)3/2 (↵kJ⌫(�k⌧) + �kY⌫(�k⌧)) , (3.5)

where J⌫ and Y⌫ are the first and second kind Bessel functions, respectively. We stress
that during the first transition ⌫

2 can be negative and therefore ⌫ can be imaginary. The
coe�cients ↵k and �k are obtained in each phase imposing that ��k and ��

0
k

are continuous
across the boundaries.

4 Structure of P⇣

Due to momentum conservation,

h��(⌧,x)��(⌧,y)i ⌘
Z

d3
k

(2⇡)3
e
ik(x�y)

D(⌧, k) , (4.1)

at all loop orders, for some function D(⌧, k) = D(⌧, k)tl+D(⌧, k)1l+D(⌧, k)ct , where we have
split the contributions at tree-level (tl), one-loop (1l) and those coming from the counterterms
(ct) (see Figure 2), so that P⇣(⌧, k) = k

3
D(⌧, k)/(4⇡

2
M

2
P

✏). The tree-level contribution is
just

Ptl
⇣
(⌧, k) =

k
3

4⇡2M2
P
✏(⌧)

|��k(⌧)|2 . (4.2)

The one-loop can be separated into terms coming from cubic and quartic interactions. The
quartic part is

P1l,V4
⇣

(⌧, k) =
k
3

4⇡2M2
P
✏(⌧)

Im
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2
k
(⌧)

Z
⌧

�1
d⌧

0
a
4(⌧ 0)V4(⌧

0)��⇤2
k

(⌧ 0)

Z
d3
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(2⇡)3
����p(⌧

0)
��2
�

,

(4.3)

Since the transitions are instantaneous, the prescription ⌧
0
� = ⌧

0(1 � i!) has no e↵ect on

P1l,V4
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and we omit it. The loop integral has no dependence on the external momentum k,
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It has been argued that the one-loop power spectrum at large scales is small (even zero)

Riotto 2023. Firouzjahi and Riotto 2023. Iacconi, Mulryne and Seery 2023. Inomata 2024.

“Loop corrections of short modes on the power spectrum of long modes are not large enough to violate 
perturbativity, but remain appreciable.”

E.g. Franciolini, Iovino, Taoso, Urbano 2023

“We find that Maldacena's consistency relation is satisfied and guarantees the cancellation of 
contributions from the short-scale modes.”

E.g. Tada, Terada, Tokuda 2023: 

Breakdown of perturbation theory in USR inflation?
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Although we do not implement a full renormalization procedure, we are able to analyze the
validity of perturbation theory, providing an answer to the issue raised in [14].

We find that whether perturbation theory breaks down depends on the duration of the
transition between slow-roll (SR) inflation and USR inflation. Our results indicate that for
P⇣ ⇠ 10�2 and well-motivated inflationary models considered in the literature [23, 24], cos-
mological perturbation theory is valid, in the sense that the one-loop spectrum is significantly
smaller than the tree-level one.

2 Model of USR inflation

We consider a two-parameter, piece-wise, description of the inflationary dynamics leading
to a large tree-level P⇣ . We assume a phase of SR followed by USR and then, again, SR.
The transitions between these phases are characterized by a single parameter, which controls
the duration of both transitions. The other parameter of the model is the duration of the
USR phase. Imposing a value for P⇣ establishes a one-to-one correspondence between both
parameters. The dynamics of the SR phases is controlled by the small quantity 0 < ✏ =
�Ḣ/H

2 ⌧ 1, whose actual value is largely irrelevant in what follows. The quantity ⌘ =
✏̇/(H✏) is, by definition, exactly equal to �6 in the USR phase and, will be assumed to
vanish during both SR phases. The transitions between phases are described in terms of a
third quantity, ⌫, as we explain next.

Assuming a single inflaton �, with a canonical kinetic term and a potential V (�), work-
ing in conformal time, ⌧ , and neglecting terms suppressed by powers of ✏, the action for
fluctuations in the ��-gauge is
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n. The interactions that arise from the metric fluctuations are suppressed
(see Appendix B), and only the interactions coming from the potential survive at lowest order
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and M
2
P

= 1/(8⇡ G) is the reduced Planck mass squared. In both SR (✏, |⌘| ⌧ 1) and USR,
⌫ = 3/2, see also [25–27]. We impose that ⌫

2 is piece-wise constant. The function ⌫
2 in

the transition from SR to USR and, also in the subsequent transition from USR to SR, is
then set by their (equal) duration. This in turn determines ⌘ and ✏ completely, which are
found integrating their respective definitions. Figure 1 shows in an example ⌫

2, ✏ and ⌘ as
functions of the number of e-folds of inflation (N =

R
Hdt) elapsed from the beginning of

the first transition. In terms of this variable, the duration of the USR phase is denoted �N

– 3 –

NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION JCAP_071P_0424 v1

Although we do not implement a full renormalization procedure, we are able to analyze the
validity of perturbation theory, providing an answer to the issue raised in [14].

We find that whether perturbation theory breaks down depends on the duration of the
transition between slow-roll (SR) inflation and USR inflation. Our results indicate that for
P⇣ ⇠ 10�2 and well-motivated inflationary models considered in the literature [23, 24], cos-
mological perturbation theory is valid, in the sense that the one-loop spectrum is significantly
smaller than the tree-level one.

2 Model of USR inflation

We consider a two-parameter, piece-wise, description of the inflationary dynamics leading
to a large tree-level P⇣ . We assume a phase of SR followed by USR and then, again, SR.
The transitions between these phases are characterized by a single parameter, which controls
the duration of both transitions. The other parameter of the model is the duration of the
USR phase. Imposing a value for P⇣ establishes a one-to-one correspondence between both
parameters. The dynamics of the SR phases is controlled by the small quantity 0 < ✏ =
�Ḣ/H
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Figure 2. Diagrams arising from eq. (3.1) when calculating
⌦
��

2
↵
. We distinguish the tree-level (first

row), the one-loop (first diagrams of rows second and third) and the counterterms (second diagram of
the second row). Additionally, there is a term proportional to the tadpole, bubble diagrams and a term
composed of two tadpoles. None of the latter diagrams (in shaded boxes) contribute to P⇣ .

canonical commutation rules for �� [33]. Their time evolution is

��k(⌧) = (�k⌧)3/2 (↵kJ⌫(�k⌧) + �kY⌫(�k⌧)) , (3.5)

where J⌫ and Y⌫ are the first and second kind Bessel functions, respectively. We stress
that during the first transition ⌫

2 can be negative and therefore ⌫ can be imaginary. The
coe�cients ↵k and �k are obtained in each phase imposing that ��k and ��

0
k

are continuous
across the boundaries.

4 Structure of P⇣

Due to momentum conservation,
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at all loop orders, for some function D(⌧, k) = D(⌧, k)tl+D(⌧, k)1l+D(⌧, k)ct , where we have
split the contributions at tree-level (tl), one-loop (1l) and those coming from the counterterms
(ct) (see Figure 2), so that P⇣(⌧, k) = k
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The one-loop can be separated into terms coming from cubic and quartic interactions. The
quartic part is
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Figure 2. Diagrams arising from eq. (3.1) when calculating
⌦
��

2
↵
. We distinguish the tree-level (first

row), the one-loop (first diagrams of rows second and third) and the counterterms (second diagram of
the second row). Additionally, there is a term proportional to the tadpole, bubble diagrams and a term
composed of two tadpoles. None of the latter diagrams (in shaded boxes) contribute to P⇣ .

canonical commutation rules for �� [33]. Their time evolution is

��k(⌧) = (�k⌧)3/2 (↵kJ⌫(�k⌧) + �kY⌫(�k⌧)) , (3.5)

where J⌫ and Y⌫ are the first and second kind Bessel functions, respectively. We stress
that during the first transition ⌫

2 can be negative and therefore ⌫ can be imaginary. The
coe�cients ↵k and �k are obtained in each phase imposing that ��k and ��

0
k

are continuous
across the boundaries.
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Due to momentum conservation,

h��(⌧,x)��(⌧,y)i ⌘
Z

d3
k

(2⇡)3
e
ik(x�y)

D(⌧, k) , (4.1)

at all loop orders, for some function D(⌧, k) = D(⌧, k)tl+D(⌧, k)1l+D(⌧, k)ct , where we have
split the contributions at tree-level (tl), one-loop (1l) and those coming from the counterterms
(ct) (see Figure 2), so that P⇣(⌧, k) = k
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The one-loop can be separated into terms coming from cubic and quartic interactions. The
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Since the transitions are instantaneous, the prescription ⌧
0
� = ⌧

0(1 � i!) has no e↵ect on

P1l,V4
⇣

and we omit it. The loop integral has no dependence on the external momentum k,
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Figure 2. Diagrams arising from eq. (3.1) when calculating
⌦
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2
↵
. We distinguish the tree-level (first

row), the one-loop (first diagrams of rows second and third) and the counterterms (second diagram of
the second row). Additionally, there is a term proportional to the tadpole, bubble diagrams and a term
composed of two tadpoles. None of the latter diagrams (in shaded boxes) contribute to P⇣ .
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��k(⌧) = (�k⌧)3/2 (↵kJ⌫(�k⌧) + �kY⌫(�k⌧)) , (3.5)

where J⌫ and Y⌫ are the first and second kind Bessel functions, respectively. We stress
that during the first transition ⌫

2 can be negative and therefore ⌫ can be imaginary. The
coe�cients ↵k and �k are obtained in each phase imposing that ��k and ��
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across the boundaries.
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at all loop orders, for some function D(⌧, k) = D(⌧, k)tl+D(⌧, k)1l+D(⌧, k)ct , where we have
split the contributions at tree-level (tl), one-loop (1l) and those coming from the counterterms
(ct) (see Figure 2), so that P⇣(⌧, k) = k
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Since the transitions are instantaneous, the prescription ⌧
0
� = ⌧

0(1 � i!) has no e↵ect on

P1l,V4
⇣

and we omit it. The loop integral has no dependence on the external momentum k,
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N

Figure 1. Evolution of ⌫
2 (black dotted), ⌘ (black continuous) and ✏ (orange continuous, right axis)

as functions of N for �N = 0.25, �N = 2 and ✏(N < 0) = 10�3. The transitions (of duration �N)
between SR (⌘ = 0) and USR (⌘ = �6) are shown as shaded bands.

and that of the transitions is �N . For �N = 0, we recover the model used in [14]. For the
(well-motivated) known potentials that lead to transient USR compatible with P⇣ ⇠ 10�2

[23, 24], the function ⌫
2 is indeed approximately constant during the transitions, which satisfy

�N . 1 < �N .
Since ⌫ is discontinuous at the beginning and at the end of each transition, the self-

interactions of �� (proportional to V3,4) are Dirac deltas centered on those instants. In the
limit �N ! 0, ⌫

2 satisfies
��⌫2

�� ! 3/�N during the transitions; i.e. the interactions diverge
in the limit of instantaneous transitions between SR and USR. It is therefore important to
consider smooth transitions. This e↵ect is not as transparent in the ⇣-gauge because the
dependence on ⌫

2 does not arise so naturally.
Although we use the ��-gauge, we are interested in P⇣ , defined, at any order in pertur-

bation theory, through the two-point correlation function:

h⇣(x)⇣(y)i =

Z
d3
k

4⇡k3
e
ik(x�y)P⇣(⌧, k) . (2.5)

For modes satisfying k ⌘ |k| ⌧ aH in the last SR phase (⌘ = 0) we have h��(x)��(y)i =
2✏M

2
P

h⇣(x)⇣(y)i (see Appendix D).2

3 In-In formalism, regularization and counterterms

In the in-in formalism [17, 28], at second order in the interaction Hamiltonian, HI , the
vacuum expectation value of an operator Q(⌧) can be obtained as (see Appendix A)

hQ(⌧)i = h0| QI(⌧) |0i + 2 Im

⇢Z
⌧

�1
d⌧

0 h0| QI(⌧)HI(⌧
0
�) |0i

�

+ 2 Re

⇢Z
⌧

�1
d⌧

0
Z

⌧

⌧ 0
d⌧

00 h0|
�
HI(⌧

00
+)QI(⌧) � QI(⌧)HI(⌧

00
�)

�
HI(⌧

0
�) |0i

�
. (3.1)

2
In a general model where in the last phase of inflation ⌘ 6= 0, this expression has corrections proportional

to the value of ⌘ in that phase.
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V3,4 ⇠ �⌫2�(N �N⇤)

GB, Gambín Egea, 2024

 Two-parameter model.



Interaction Hamiltonian in the interaction picture: 
(in which the conjugate momentum only sees the free action)

1. Same two-point function computed in both gauges in the limit of instantaneous transitions.

2. The consistency relation holds (checked at tree-level) by direct calculation in both gauges:

(Finite tree-level bispectrum for instantaneous transitions)

(See also Firouzjahi, 2023)
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Figure 3. The orange shaded region represents the integration domain of the (cosmic) time integrals
that arises calculating P⇣ at second-order in HI . The red diagonal line represents t

0 = t
00. The

(thinner) black line parallel to it restricts the integration regime due to the cuto↵, see eq. (3.2). The
separation between the two lines is given by ⇤�1

UV. The green lines mark the times of the transitions
between di↵erent phases. Their intersections within the shaded area correspond to the points (black
dots) contributing to the time integrals in our model. At each point, the interaction is a Dirac delta
in time, which simplifies the integration greatly.

interaction in the ⇣-gauge, whereas we obtain a finite result thanks to the regulator we use
(and the appropriate use of the i! prescription). However, l shows an infrared (IR) divergent
part (lIR), which we regularize with an IR cuto↵ ⇤IR. This type of IR divergence arises from
eq. (3.1) in perturbation theory for massless free fields. In this work we are only concerned
with UV divergences, and assume that IR divergences are either unphysical and disappear
when calculating physical observables [35–37] or can be addressed beyond perturbation theory
[38].10 Therefore, in practice, we redefine l as follows: l ! l � l

IR. Finally, the contribution
of the counterterms (ct) will be

Pct
⇣

(⌧, k) =
k
3

4⇡2M2
P
✏(⌧)

✓
2 �� |��k(⌧)|2 + 8 Im

⇢
��

2
k
(⌧)

Z
⌧

�1
d⌧

0
a
2(��k

2 + �̃V )��⇤2
k

����
⌧ 0

�◆
.

(4.7)

After making the replacement

�̃V ! �̃V � 1

8
a
2
V4

Z
d3
p

(2⇡)3
|��p|2 (4.8)

the (divergent and finite) contributions of P1l,V4
⇣

can be completely absorbed by the coun-

terterms –as it happens in ��
4 in Minkowski–. We stress that we can make this redefinition

thanks to the arbitrary time dependence of �̃V . The situation is di↵erent for P1l,V3
⇣

, where

10
In the latter case, we will assume that the finite contribution of the IR e↵ect will not be larger than the

finite part of the rest of the calculation we make.
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Two point function in the In-In Formalism (at 1-loop) in flat gauge
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One momentum integral:

Two time integrals: 
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y

Figure 2. Diagrams arising from eq. (3.1) when calculating
⌦
��

2
↵
. We distinguish the tree-level (first

row), the one-loop (first diagrams of rows second and third) and the counterterms (second diagram of
the second row). Additionally, there is a term proportional to the tadpole, bubble diagrams and a term
composed of two tadpoles. None of the latter diagrams (in shaded boxes) contribute to P⇣ .

canonical commutation rules for �� [33]. Their time evolution is

��k(⌧) = (�k⌧)3/2 (↵kJ⌫(�k⌧) + �kY⌫(�k⌧)) , (3.5)

where J⌫ and Y⌫ are the first and second kind Bessel functions, respectively. We stress
that during the first transition ⌫

2 can be negative and therefore ⌫ can be imaginary. The
coe�cients ↵k and �k are obtained in each phase imposing that ��k and ��

0
k

are continuous
across the boundaries.

4 Structure of P⇣

Due to momentum conservation,

h��(⌧,x)��(⌧,y)i ⌘
Z

d3
k

(2⇡)3
e
ik(x�y)

D(⌧, k) , (4.1)

at all loop orders, for some function D(⌧, k) = D(⌧, k)tl+D(⌧, k)1l+D(⌧, k)ct , where we have
split the contributions at tree-level (tl), one-loop (1l) and those coming from the counterterms
(ct) (see Figure 2), so that P⇣(⌧, k) = k

3
D(⌧, k)/(4⇡

2
M

2
P

✏). The tree-level contribution is
just

Ptl
⇣
(⌧, k) =

k
3

4⇡2M2
P
✏(⌧)

|��k(⌧)|2 . (4.2)

The one-loop can be separated into terms coming from cubic and quartic interactions. The
quartic part is

P1l,V4
⇣

(⌧, k) =
k
3

4⇡2M2
P
✏(⌧)

Im

⇢
��

2
k
(⌧)

Z
⌧

�1
d⌧

0
a
4(⌧ 0)V4(⌧

0)��⇤2
k

(⌧ 0)

Z
d3
p

(2⇡)3
����p(⌧

0)
��2
�

,

(4.3)

Since the transitions are instantaneous, the prescription ⌧
0
� = ⌧

0(1 � i!) has no e↵ect on

P1l,V4
⇣

and we omit it. The loop integral has no dependence on the external momentum k,
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is not UV divergent
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Figure 2. Diagrams arising from eq. (3.1) when calculating
⌦
��

2
↵
. We distinguish the tree-level (first

row), the one-loop (first diagrams of rows second and third) and the counterterms (second diagram of
the second row). Additionally, there is a term proportional to the tadpole, bubble diagrams and a term
composed of two tadpoles. None of the latter diagrams (in shaded boxes) contribute to P⇣ .

canonical commutation rules for �� [33]. Their time evolution is

��k(⌧) = (�k⌧)3/2 (↵kJ⌫(�k⌧) + �kY⌫(�k⌧)) , (3.5)

where J⌫ and Y⌫ are the first and second kind Bessel functions, respectively. We stress
that during the first transition ⌫

2 can be negative and therefore ⌫ can be imaginary. The
coe�cients ↵k and �k are obtained in each phase imposing that ��k and ��

0
k

are continuous
across the boundaries.
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at all loop orders, for some function D(⌧, k) = D(⌧, k)tl+D(⌧, k)1l+D(⌧, k)ct , where we have
split the contributions at tree-level (tl), one-loop (1l) and those coming from the counterterms
(ct) (see Figure 2), so that P⇣(⌧, k) = k
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Since the transitions are instantaneous, the prescription ⌧
0
� = ⌧

0(1 � i!) has no e↵ect on

P1l,V4
⇣

and we omit it. The loop integral has no dependence on the external momentum k,
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the second row). Additionally, there is a term proportional to the tadpole, bubble diagrams and a term
composed of two tadpoles. None of the latter diagrams (in shaded boxes) contribute to P⇣ .
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where J⌫ and Y⌫ are the first and second kind Bessel functions, respectively. We stress
that during the first transition ⌫

2 can be negative and therefore ⌫ can be imaginary. The
coe�cients ↵k and �k are obtained in each phase imposing that ��k and ��
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at all loop orders, for some function D(⌧, k) = D(⌧, k)tl+D(⌧, k)1l+D(⌧, k)ct , where we have
split the contributions at tree-level (tl), one-loop (1l) and those coming from the counterterms
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Since the transitions are instantaneous, the prescription ⌧
0
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0(1 � i!) has no e↵ect on

P1l,V4
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and we omit it. The loop integral has no dependence on the external momentum k,
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Figure 4. The dotted curves represent lines of constant P⇣ (with values 1, 10�2, 10�4 and 10�6

from top to bottom), computed at tree-level. In the shaded region, the one-loop contribution to P⇣ is
larger than its tree-level counterpart at the scales near the maximum of the latter. The three black
dots correspond to the three examples shown in Figure 5. The region where P1l

⇣ > Ptl
⇣ is approximately

scale invariant, as can be seen in Figure 8.

the counterterms cannot absorb its finite part for all k. Therefore, the only relevant contri-
bution at one-loop –and the only one we include– comes from P1l,V3

⇣
⌘ P1l

⇣
. Since the only

UV divergence appearing in the one-loop calculation is reabsorbed with the counterterms,
the two-point correlation is, after this procedure, completely finite.

We note that in Figure 2 there are diagrams that are not relevant in our calculation
at one-loop. These diagrams fall in one of the following three categories: 1) bubble dia-
grams (whose contribution vanishes), 2) diagrams that do not contribute to P⇣ ,11 and 3)
diagrams proportional to the tadpole (which vanishes imposing h��i = 0 at loop level, using
counterterms, as shown in Appendix E).

5 Discussion

A full renormalization procedure would require imposing a set of conditions on P⇣ allowing
us to extract the finite part of the counterterms that make the theoretical prediction of the
total power spectrum coincide with the one inferred from observations, which is currently
unconstrained at small enough scales. Although we have not performed a full renormalization,
which would have required working with a tractable functional form for the potential, we can
use our results to draw conclusions about the validity of perturbation theory. The validity of
eq. (3.1), which is the basis of our analysis, assumes P1l

⇣
⌧ Ptl

⇣
. For consistency, eq. (3.1) also

requires Pct
⇣

⇠ P1l
⇣

⌧ Ptl
⇣
. The contributions to P⇣ coming from the counterterms must be

of the same order as those coming from the loops because otherwise the divergences cannot
be absorbed. Taking the condition P1l

⇣
⇠ Ptl

⇣
as a proxy for perturbation theory breakdown,

we find that whether perturbation theory breaks or not depends on the values chosen for

11
We have only one diagram in this category, the disconnected one formed by two tadpoles (last diagram

of the last row of Figure 2). Although this diagram does a↵ect the two-point correlation, its momentum

structure is di↵erent from that of the power spectrum, so it does not modify P⇣ .
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Other mechanisms to form PBH

✴  Transient Dissipation during inflation

✴  Single-field inflation other than USR



GB, Beltrán Jiménez, Pieroni. 2018

  GB, Céspedes, Santoni. 2021
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✴      Single-field inflation other than USR
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Background:

✴        Dissipation during inflation



System of stochastic differential equations System of ODE for two-point functions

10000 realizations required for a ~1% relative error 

in the primordial spectrum Exact solution (in a single “realization”)

~1 day (in a 50-core cluster) ~1 minute (in a 4-core laptop)

Langevin approach
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Matrix formalism

✴        Dissipation during inflation



GB, A. Pérez Rodríguez, J. Rey,  M. Pierre, 2023

Each blue vertical band 
=

About 2000 realizations per k-mode

✴        Dissipation during inflation



Summary

• Asteroid-mass PBHs are a strong contender to explain DM

• Ultra-slow roll inflation: alive

• Other ideas worth exploring (e.g. EFT of inflation, transient dissipation)

• PBH studies are leading to new insights and methods for inflation
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The problem of the abundance



How does the tail of the PDF look like?
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The relation between ⇣ and � is non-linear
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⇣ is, in general, intrinsically non-gaussian



Small corrections for small

Several indications of non-gaussian tails, for large 
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�N formalism Pattison, Vennin, Wands, Assadullahi 2021 
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Non-Gaussian tails in the PDF of curvature perturbations arise in USR inflation without invoking stochastic inflation.
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      Subaru HSC: M31 (finite source and wave optics effects) 
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Evaporation by Hawking radiation
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decades. We also estimate the expected improvement in
the bounds from a putative future experiment. We do so
by assuming that such a (more sensitive) experiment will
resolve a significantly larger number of individual AGNs
and blazars and will therefore provide a lower isotropic
unresolved background for energies above ⇠ 200 keV. We
show that, under this assumption, a significantly better
upper limit on the PBH abundance than the current one
may be placed in the future. This result motivates the
investment in future gamma- and X-ray experiments in
this range, as well as in further theoretical studies geared
towards a more precise modeling of astrophysical sources.

II. HAWKING RADIATION FROM PBHS

The photon emission from a population of PBHs of
mass M accounting for a fraction f = ⌦PBH/⌦DM of
the total DM density in the Universe is

�M =
dN

dE dt
= f

c ⇢

4⇡M

Z
dz

e
�⌧(z)

H(z)
 M [(1 + z)E] , (1)

where ⇢ = 2.17⇥ 10�30g/cm3 is the current DM density
of the Universe [28], and H(z) is the Hubble rate of ex-
pansion as a function of redshift. The function  M [E]
denotes the di↵erential flux emitted by a single PBH, as
a function of the energy E, per unit of energy and time.
For PBHs of masses above 1016 g is well approximated
by the primary2 Hawking emission:

 M [E] = (2⇡~)�1�s/(exp(E/kBT )� 1) , (2)

where the so-called grey factor �s is a function of M and
E. In the high-energy limit E � kBT , the grey fac-
tor approximately satisfies �s / (M/mP )2(E/mP c

2)2;
whereas for E ⌧ kBT , �s / (M/mP )4(E/mP c

2)4 [22].
These expressions are insu�cient to render adequately
the peak height and position of  M [E], which is best
computed numerically. To do so we use the public code
BlackHawk [29], which also allows to include the (sub-
dominant) secondary emission. We find that the di↵er-
ential flux for BHs of mass between 1016g and 1020g can
be approximated by

 M [E] '
2.5⇥ 1021 GeV�1s�1

(M18 E/E0)�2.7 + (M18 E/E0)6.7
, (3)

where E0 = 6.54⇥ 10�5 GeV and M18 ⌘ M/1018g. This
approximation is accurate to better than ⇠ 1% around
the emission’s peak (until  M [E] decreases an order of
magnitude), which is enough for our purposes. Neverthe-
less, we obtain the bounds on the PBH abundance from
the instantaneous spectra given by BlackHawk.

2
The spectrum of BHs may feature a secondary emission compo-

nent, depending on their mass, which is due to the interactions

among the primary emitted particles, see e.g. [4].
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FIG. 1. Cosmic X-ray background spectrum, as measured by
various experiments. Overimposed are the Ueda+14 model
(blue dashed line), the fit to a double power-law (black dashed
line) of Eq. 4, and the corrections to the latter due to two
hypothetical monochromatic PBH distributions with di↵erent
masses M and cosmological abundances f = ⌦PBH/⌦DM .

The factor (1+z) inside  M [(1+z)E] accounts for the
Doppler shift from the time of emission to the time of ar-
rival to the detector. The optical depth ⌧(z) describes the
attenuation due to the propagation of the signal over the
relevant cosmological redshifts. Unlike for hard gamma
rays, this is negligible for soft gamma-rays and X-rays.
The integrand in (1) decreases very rapidly with z and ac-
curate results are obtained integrating up to z ⇠ O(100).

III. THE X-RAY AND GAMMA-RAY AGN
BACKGROUND

There has been a considerable e↵ort dedicated to in-
terpreting the measurements of the X-ray and gamma-
ray background from keV energies all the way up to
⇠ 100 GeV in terms of a superposition of a large number
of unresolved extra-Galactic sources. In particular, the
data in the range ⇠ 5–200 keV observed by Swift/BAT
[30], MAXI [31], ASCA [32], XMM-Newton [33], Chan-
dra [34] and ROSAT [35] are well reproduced by a pop-
ulation synthesis model of active galactic nuclei (AGNs)
developed by Ueda et al. in [36] (see the blue dotted line
in Figure 1). AGNs are powered by gas accretion onto
a supermassive black hole and are very e�cient X-ray
emitters. The model of [36] is based on the extrapolation
of the luminosity functions of AGNs in di↵erent redshift
ranges inferred by a sample of 4039 AGNs in soft (up to
2 keV) and/or hard X-ray bands (>2 keV). The objects
in the sample include both Compton-thin and Compton-
thick AGNs (with the latter being heavily obscured by
dust). As can be seen if Figure 1, this AGN modeling
fails to describe adequately the SMM data.
Indeed, for energies above ⇠ 50 � 100 keV the contri-

bution from blazars is expected to become progressively
more important. These objects correspond to the AGNs

GB, Coronado-Blázquez, Gaggero. 1906.10113
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Minimal warm inflation
Berghaus et al. 2019
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